Appendix 1 Search Strategy [posted as supplied by author]
Search strategy for Medline:

1. Exp menorrhagia/

2. Menorrhagia.tw.

3. Hypermenorrhoea.tw.

4. Excessive menstrual.tw.

5. Dysfunctional uterine bleeding.tw.

6. Heavy menstrual.tw.

7. Abnormal uterine bleeding.tw.

8. Abnormal menstrual bleeding.tw.

9. lIron deficient anaemia.tw.

10. Or/ 1-9

11. Exp endometrial ablation techniques/ or exp hysteroscopy/

12. Endometrial ablation.tw.

13. HysteroscopyS.tw.

14. Transcervical resectionS.tw.

15. Laser ablation.tw.

16. Exp electrosurgery/

17. Electrosurgery.tw.

18. (rollerball or thermal balloon).tw.

19. (hyperthermia or thermotherapyS).tw.

20. Photodynamic therapS$.tw.

21. Exp cryosurgery/

22. (cryoablation or microwave or laserS or cryosurgeryS).tw.

23. Surgical treatmentS.tw.

24. Endometrial resection.tw.

25. Balloon.tw.



26. (catheter ablation or radiofrequency or saline irrigation).tw.
27. Exp catheter ablation/
28. Ablation.tw.
29. Or/11-30
30. 10 and 29
31. Randomized controlled trial.pt.
32. Controlled clinical trial.pt.
33. Randomized.ab.
34. Placebo.tw.
35. Clinical trials as topic.sh.
36. Randomly.ab.
37. Trial.ti.
38. (crossover or cross-over or cross over).tw.
39. Or/ 31-38
40. (animals not (humans and animals)).sh.
41. 39 not 40
42. 30 and 41
Search strategy for Embase:
1. Exp menorrhagia/
2. Menorrhagia.tw.
3. Hypermenorrhoea.tw.
4. Excessive menstrual.tw.
5. Dysfunctional uterine bleeding.tw.
6. Heavy menstrual.tw.
7. Abnormal uterine bleeding.tw.
8. Abnormal menstrual bleeding.tw.

9. Iron deficient anaemia.tw.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Or/ 1-9

Exp endometrial ablation/

Exp hysteroscopy/

Endometrial ablation.tw.
HysteroscopyS.tw.

Transcervical resection$.tw.

Laser ablation.tw.

Exp electrosurgery/

Electrosurgery.tw.

(rollerball or thermal balloon).tw.
(hyperthermia or thermotherapy$).tw.
Photodynamic therap$.tw.

Exp cryosurgery/

(cryoablation or microwave or laser$ or cryosurgerS).tw.
Surgical treatmentS.tw.

Endometrial resection.tw.

Balloon.tw.

(catheter ablation or radiofrequency or saline irrigation).tw.
Exp catheter ablation/

Ablation.tw.

Or/ 11-29

Clinical trial/

Randomized controlled trial/

Exp randomization/

Single blind procedure/

Double blind procedure/

Crossover procedure/



37. Placebo/

38. Randomi?ed controlled trial$.tw.
39. Rct.tw.

40. Random allocation.tw.

41. Randomly allocated.tw.

42. Allocated randomly.tw.

43. (allocated adj2 random).tw.

44. Single blindS.tw.

45. Double blindS$.tw.

46. ((treble or triple) adj blind$).tw.
47. PlaceboS.tw.

48. Prospective study/

49. Or/ 31-48

50. Case study/

51. Case report.tw.

52. Abstract report/ or letter/

53. Or/ 81-83

54. 49 not 53

55. 10 and 30 and 54

56. Remove duplicates from 86

Search strategy for Psycinfo:
1. Menorrhagia.tw.
2. Hypermenorrhoea.tw.
3. Excessive menstrual.tw.
4. Dysfunctional uterine bleeding. tw.
5. Heavy menstrual.tw.

6. Abnormal uterine bleeding.tw.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Abnormal menstrual bleeding.tw.

Iron deficient anaemia.tw.

Or/ 1-8

Exp endometrial ablation techniques/ or exp hysteroscopy/
Endometrial ablation.tw.

HysteroscopyS.tw.

Transcervical resection$.tw.

Laser ablation.tw.

Electrosurgery.tw.

(rollerball or thermal balloon).tw.

(hyperthermia or thermotherapy$).tw.

Photodynamic therap$.tw.

(cryoablation or microwave or laser$ or cryosurgerysS).tw.
Surgical treatmentS.tw.

Endometrial resection.tw.

Balloon.tw.

(catheter ablation or radiofrequency or saline irrigation).tw.
Ablation.tw.

Or/ 10-24

9 and 25

Remove duplicates from 26



